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had not derived from his election to the kingdom. An attempt on his own part to enforce his complete supremacy would have been premature ; but his cautious and successful policy had placed that supremacy within the reach of his eldest son Otto, who succeeded him in 936, being then twenty years of age.
The young king was prompt to take the risks which Henry the Fowler had declined; but it was some years before he attained the success which was the justification of his audacity or imprudence. The old Duke of Franconia resented the assertion by the young king of a greater authority than his father had claimed. The young Duke of Bavaria refused him homage and was promptly deposed in favor of a younger brother, who became duke, but with curtailed privileges, and with a third brother to look after him who bore the title of Count Palatine, but was, in fact, an officer of Otto. The king had two brothers of his own, each of whom considered that he had a better title to the crown that Otto. The result was a general revolt of the aggrieved dukes and princes, who were joined by the Duke of Lotharingia; while in Saxony itself there was discontent because of Otto's choice of officers. In the course of a prolonged contest, however, one of the brothers died, the dukes were killed, and ultimately there was a reconciliation, resulting in a general redistribution of duchies. Otto set his son Ludolph over Swabia, his son-in-law Conrad over Lotharingia, and his brother Henry Bavaria. But each was watched by a Count Palatine. Before twelve years had passed the dukes had again broken out into civil war, in 953.
These dissensions seemed to give the Magyars their opportunity; but the vigor of Otto's lieutenants in the north overcame the Wends and other aggressive peoples, and carried the German dominion as far as the Oder. The Margraves, counts of the marches, being in the nature of things king's men, brought strength to the crown and served as a counterpoise to the old hereditary nobles; having, moreover, at their backs experienced troops who trusted them as captains. In the new marches arose new fortified towns, monasteries and churches, and Otto took up the policy of Christianizing and civilizing the subjugated Slavs.
In the second civil war the dukes were fighting each other as much as the king; it was brought to an early end, partly by the consciousness that a Magyar onslaught was impending, which would have t0 be met with a united front. Otto led his army to a triumphant victory against the Magyars at Lechfeld. That battle finally broke the advance of the Magyars; a new "Ostmark" (eastern march), which later acquired the name of Austria, was established; and here, as well a* in the north, the system of walled towns, churches, Christianization, ahd civilization was set to work.
Otto adopted a new attitude towards the churchmen whom his father